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SPECIFICATION 

1 . Title of the Invention 

Method for the detection of nucleic acids 

2 . Scope of the Patent Claims 

1) A method for the detection of nucleic acids, 
characterized in that, using a sample which contains 
the nucleic acid to be detected, a probe nucleic acid, 
and a nucleic acid for fixing purposes which has a part 
which bonds with a solid phase and a part which 
hybridises with the probe nucleic acid, there are 
included a) a process in which a nucleic acid to be 
detected - probe nucleic acid - nucleic acid for fixing 
purposes hybrid is formed and b) a process in which 
whether or not the hybrid which is bound to the solid 
phase has the form of a nucleic acid to be detected - 
probe nucleic acid hybrid is detected using a label. 

2) A method for the detection of nucleic acids, 
according to claim 1, wherein the labelling is carried 
out on the double strand forming part of the nucleic 
acid to be detected and the probe nucleic acid. 

3) A method for the detection of nucleic acids, 
according to claim 1, wherein the nucleic acid to be 
detected, the probe nucleic acid and the nucleic acid 
for fixing purposes are reacted simultaneously. 

4) A method for the detection of nucleic acids, 
according to claim 1, wherein the nucleic acid to be 
detected and the probe nucleic acid are reacted and 
then the nucleic acid for fixing purposes is reacted 
with the reaction mixture so obtained. 

5) A method for the detection of nucleic acids, 
according to claim 1, wherein the probe nucleic acid 
and the nucleic acid for fixing purposes are reacted, 
and then the nucleic acid to be detected is reacted 
with the reaction mixture obtained. 
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6) A method for the detection of nucleic acids, 
according to claim 1, in which there is a process in 
which the nucleic acid to be detected - probe nucleic 
acid hybrid is released from the nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes. 

3 . Detailed Description of the Invention 

Industrial Field of Application 
The invention concerns a method for the detection 
of nucleic acids in which nucleic acid hybrid forming 
reactions are used. 

Prior Art 

There are various known methods for detecting 
whether or not a subject nucleic acid (nucleic acid to 
be detected) is present in a sample. 

For example, there are methods in which a labeled 
probe nucleic acid is reacted with a sample which has 
been fixed on a solid phase and whether or not a 
nucleic acid to be detected - probe nucleic acid hybrid 
has been formed on the solid phase is detected by means 
of the labelling which has been carried out on the 
probe nucleic acid, and methods in which a probe 
nucleic acid is reacted with a sample in the liquid 
phase and the presence or absence of a nucleic acid to 
be detected - probe nucleic acid hybrid is detected in 
the reaction mixture obtained. 

In one example of the former method the sample is 
first fractionated using electrophoresis and a replica 
of the electrophoresis pattern of the sample is formed 
on a nitrocellulose filter by plotting. A radioactive 
probe nucleic acid is reacted with this replica. At 
this time a hybrid is formed between the nucleic acid 
to be detected and the radioactive probe nucleic acid 
in those cases where the nucleic acid to be detected is 
present in the sample. Subsequently, the unhybridized 
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radioactive probe nucleic acid is removed by washing, 
' and then the radioactively labelled region of the 
hybrid which has been formed on the nitrocellulose 
filter is detected using, for example, autoradiography. 

In an example of the latter method a radioactive 
probe nucleic acid is reacted with the sample in 
solution and the hybrid which is formed in those cases 
where the sample contains the nucleic acid to be 
detected and the unreacted material are separated using 
a column technique. Detection is achieved by measuring 
the radioactive isotope label activity of the hybrid 
which has been formed . 

Furthermore, there are also methods in which the 
probe nucleic acid is fixed to a column, the sample is 
passed through and reacted and, after eluting the 
hybrid which has been formed, then separating the 
hybrid into its individual strands which are then 
concentrated and detected. 

Problems to be Resolved by the Invention 

With the aforementioned methods in which the 
sample has been fixed to a solid phase, large amounts 
of sample are often wasted and the detection procedure 
is time consuming, and there is a further disadvantage 
in that the preparation of the solid phase is 
complicated and requires many processes. 

Furthermore, in the methods where a probe nucleic 
acid is reacted with the sample in the liquid phase and 
the hybrid which has been formed and the unreacted 
material are separated using a column technique, there 
is a disadvantage in that, in cases where the 
nucleotide chain of the nucleic acid to be detected is 
comparatively short, the precision of separation with a 
column technique is often poor. 
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Furthermore, with the methods in which a probe 
nucleic acid which has been fixed on a column is used, 
there is a disadvantage in that the column can be used 
only for a specific application, which is to say that 
it can only be used in cases where a specific nucleic 
acid base sequence is to be detected, and it cannot be 
used generally. Furthermore, in those cases where the 
detection of a plurality of nucleic acid base sequences 
has to be detected, there is a problem in that probe 
nucleic acids corresponding to the respective base 
sequences must be prepared and fixed on separate 
columns . 

The present invention, the result of thorough 
research carried out with a view to resolving the 
above-mentioned problems associated with the 
conventional methods of detection in which a 
hybridisation technique is used, is intended to provide 
a method with which the presence of a nucleic acid as a 
specific subject for detection can be detected both 
quickly and easily. 

Means of Resolving These Problems 

The method of detection of this invention is 
characterized in that, using a sample which contains 
the nucleic acid to be detected, a probe nucleic acid, 
and a nucleic acid for fixing purposes which has a part 
which bonds with a solid phase and a part which 
hybridises with the probe nucleic acid, there are 
included a) a process in which a nucleic acid to be 
detected - probe nucleic acid - nucleic acid for fixing 
purposes hybrid is formed and b) a process in which the 
formation of a nucleic acid to be detected - probe 
nucleic acid hybrid is detected using a hybrid label 
which has been bound to the solid phase (sic) . 
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The invention can be used to detect various 
nucleic acids such as DNA of biological origin and DNA 
which has been obtained by gene manipulation, and no 
limitation is imposed upon the type of nucleic acid to 
be detected as a subject for detection. 

Provided that it is a nucleic acid which has base 
sequences which can hybridise specifically with the 
nucleic acid to be detected and the nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes, any nucleic acid can be used for the 
probe nucleic acid, but oligo-nucleotides with a 
comparatively short nucleotide chain which can be 
synthesised readily with a synthesising machine are 
easy to use. 

The nucleotide chain length of the probe nucleic 
acid is preferably not more than one tenth of the 
nucleotide chain length of the nucleic acid to be 
detected. 

Moreover, in this invention, when labelling is 
carried out on the double strand part formed by the 
probe nucleic acid and the nucleic acid to be detected, 
there are no essential requirements for labelling on 
the probe nucleic acid itself. 

For example, in the case of labelling with the 
niche translation method or with the labelling enzyme 
binding method, the labelled nucleic acid must have a 
nucleotide chain length greater than a certain level, 
but the probe nucleic acid used in the present 
invention does not have to satisfy any such 
requirement . 

Hence, nucleic acids which have a short nucleotide 
chain length which are easily procured (prepared) , and 
with which highly sensitive detection as described 
above can be achieved, can be used for the probe 
nucleic acid. 
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However, when the labelling is carried out on the 
double strand part formed by the nucleic acid to be 
detected and the probe nucleic acid in this invention, 
the structure or nucleotide chain length of the probe 
nucleic acid is preferably selected in such a way as to 
facilitate the labelling of the said double strand 
forming part. 

For example, there is a method of labelling as 
described hereinafter in which, using one of the 
nucleotide chains of the double strand part formed by 
the probe nucleic acid and the nucleotide to be 
detected as a primer, the nucleotide chain is extended 
from its end and a labelling substance is incorporated 
into the extended part. When the probe nucleic acid is 
used as the primer, the said double strand part must 
have a structure such that the nucleotide chain of the 
nucleic acid to be detected which is hybridised with 
the probe nucleic acid is able to function as a 
template when extending the primer end. This is to say 
that it must have a structure where the nucleotide 
chain of the nucleic acid to be detected is in a single 
strand form in the end-extending direction of the probe 
nucleic acid. 

Hence, with this method of labelling, in which 
such a probe nucleic acid is used as a primer, the 
structure and nucleotide chain length of the probe 
nucleic acid are preferably determined in consideration 
of the structure of the double strand part which is 
formed. 

Moreover, depending on the particular case, the 
sample nucleic acid may be used as the primer. 

Those structures which have a B-part which can 
hybridise with the nucleic acid for fixing purposes on 
the 5' -end, for example, and an A-part which can 
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hybridise with the nucleic acid to be detected on the 
3' -end, and which can form a linking structure with 
each of the nucleic acids as shown in figure 1, for 
example, can be cited as probe nucleic acid structures. 

Nucleic acids which have a base sequence which can 
hybridise with the probe nucleic acid can be used as 
the nucleic acids for fixing purposes provided that 
they can be bound to a solid phase but, as in the case 
of the probe nucleic acids, those which have a 
nucleotide chain which can be synthesised easily with a 
synthesiser can be used more easily. The chain length 
of the nucleic acid for fixing purposes is also 
preferably determined in consideration of the structure 
and nucleotide chain length of the probe nucleic acid. 
Moreover, in those cases where a separation treatment 
is carried out with the nucleic acid for fixing 
purposes in which the nucleic acid has been hybridised 
with the probe nucleic acid and the nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes is reused, a nucleic acid for fixing 
purposes which has a structure in which consideration 
has been given to the separation procedure may be used. 

A structure into which a substance has been 
introduced which binds specifically and selectively 
with a substance which has been fixed onto a solid 
phase as described hereinafter can be used as the 
structure for fixing the nucleic acid for fixing 
purposes onto a solid phase. For example, avidin can 
be cited as a substance which can be fixed onto a solid 
phase and biotin can be cited as a substance which 
binds selectively and specifically with this and which 
can be bound to a nucleotide chain. Such a combination 
can be used provided that the two substances bind 
selectively and specifically and they can be introduced 
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into the nucleotide chain of the nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes and onto the solid phase. 

The hybridisation of the probe nucleic acid and 
the nucleic acid for fixing purposes can be carried out 
in the usual way. 

Moreover, the conditions for the hybrid-forming 
reaction differ according to the nucleotide chain 
length and the base sequences of the nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes, and the probe nucleic acid which are 
being used. The optimum conditions for the 
hybridisation procedure therefore should be selected 
appropriately in accordance with the desired result. 

This hybrid-forming reaction can generally be 
carried out with temperature control in a hybridisation 
solution which contains formamide, the appropriate 
salts, and Denherdt solution- 
Methods in which a substance which binds 
selectively and specifically with the specified 
substance for fixing purposes of the nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes is bound physically or chemically onto 
a support such as a gel or nitrocellulose, for example, 
and a reaction is caused to take place subsequently 
between the substances which bind selectively and 
specifically, can be used to fix the nucleic acid for 
fixing purpose . 

In the method of this invention the probe nucleic 
acid is reacted with the sample and selective labelling 
is carried out on the hybrid which is formed as a 
result of the reaction. 

The methods in which, when one end of the chain 
which forms the part of the hybrid where a double 
strand is formed is used as a primer and a single 
strand part is formed into a double strand as the end 
is extended, a labelling substance is included in the 
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extended part which is freshly produced, for example, 
can be used as the method for this labelling. 

The above-mentioned process a) in the method of 
the present invention can be carried out, for example, 
by reacting the sample and the probe nucleic acid under 
the conditions required for double strand formation 
between the A-part of the probe nucleic acid and the 
nucleic acid to be detected, and then reacting the 
nucleic acid for fixing purposes with the reaction 
mixture so obtained under the conditions required for 
double strand formation between the B-part of the probe 
nucleic acid and the nucleic acid for fixing purposes. 

In those cases where the nucleic acid to be 
detected is included in the sample a nucleic acid to be 
detected 1 - probe nucleic acid 2 - nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes 3 hybrid, as shown in figure 1, is 
formed by means of this procedure. 

The methods in which the sample is reacted with 
the probe nucleic acid and the nucleic acid for fixing 
purposes at the same time in a hybridisation solution, 
the methods in which the sample and the probe nucleic 
acid are hybridised and the nucleic acid, for fixing 
purposes is hybridised in the reaction mixture so 
obtained, and the methods in which the probe nucleic 
acid and the nucleic acid for fixing purposes are 
hybridised and the sample is hybridised in the reaction 
mixture so obtained, for example, can be used for the 
hybrid formation reaction. There are also cases in the 
above where the nucleic acid for fixing purposes is 
fixed to a solid phase. 

That is to say, the probe nucleic acid and the 
nucleic acid for fixing purposes can be reacted first 
of all, and then the sample and the reaction mixture 
which has been obtained can be reacted. 
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The invention can be executed, for example, by 
carrying out process a) in the liquid phase, and 
carrying out a treatment which is required to fix the 
nucleic acid for fixing purposes, included in the 
reaction mixture which has been obtained, to a^ solid 
phase in the said reaction mixture. At this time, in 
those cases where a nucleic acid to be detected - probe 
nucleic acid - nucleic acid for fixing purposes hybrid 
has been formed in the said reaction mixture, this 
hybrid is also fixed to the solid phase via the nucleic 
acid for fixing purposes; and a fixed state on the 
solid phase 5 like that shown in figure 2, for example, 
is obtained. 

Furthermore, the treatment for fixing the nucleic 
acid for fixing purposes to a solid phase can also be 
carried out before the reaction for forming .the double 
strand. Actual examples of such methods include the 
methods where the sample and the probe nucleic acid are 
reacted simultaneously with a nucleic acid for fixing 
purposes which, has been fixed to a solid phase, the 
methods in which the probe nucleic acid is reacted with 
the nucleic acid for fixing purposes which has been 
fixed to a solid phase and then the sample is reacted, 
the methods in which the sample and the probe nucleic 
acid are reacted and the reaction mixture is reacted 
with the nucleic acid for fixing purposes which has 
been fixed on a solid phase, and the methods in which 
the nucleic acid for fixing purposes and the probe 
nucleic acid are reacted and the nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes - probe nucleic acid hybrid obtained is 
fixed to the said phase and the sample is then reacted 
with the said hybrid. 

The abovementioned process b) in the method of 
this invention can be carried out, for example, by 
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selectively labelling the nucleic acid to be detected - 
probe nucleic acid hybrid and achieving detection with 
a method which corresponds with the label which has 
been used. 

Methods in which, when one chain of the double 
strand forming part is taken as a primer and the other 
chain is used as a template and the end of the chain 
which forms the primer is extended as mentioned 
earlier, a label is incorporated into the newly-formed 
extended part can be used for labelling. 

A case where the 3' -end of the A-part of the 
probe nucleic acid is used as the primer is shown in 
figure 2. 

In practical terms, for example, the methods in 
which a nucleotide such as dATP, dCTP, dGTP, dTTP which 
is required for the extension of the primer end part 
and the hybrid which is to be labelled is reacted in 
the presence of an enzyme for nucleotide chain forming 
purposes, and at this time one of the nucleotides which 
is used incorporates a label into the nucleotide chain 
which is being newly formed using the labelling 
nucleotide on the template can be used. 

The labels generally used for labelling probes, 
for example, those which label by means of a 
radioactive isotope (RI) and those which label by means 
of a non-radioactive labelling substance (non-RI) such 
as an enzyme or compound which is required to induce 
fluorescence, luminescence or coloration, such as 
biotin and dinitrophenylnucleotide derivatives for 
example, can be used. 

Various types of DNA polymerase, such as Klenow- 
fragments of E. coli DNA polymerase I and DNA 
polymerase II, and T4DNA polymerase, for example, and 
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reverse transcription enzymes, can be used as the 
enzyme for nucleotide chain forming purposes. 

The labelling in this invention can be carried 
out in the state where the hybrid is fixed to a solid 
phase via the nucleic acid for fixing purposes. The 
time at which the labelling process is introduced is 
preferably after the nucleic acid to be detected and 
the probe nucleic acid have formed a hybrid. 

Furthermore, with this method there is no part 
which functions as a primer and no part which can form 
a template for the formation of an extended part to 
form a new double strand part with a nucleic acid which 
has not formed a hybrid, and so the double strand 
forming reaction which incorporates the above-mentioned 
labelling substance does not occur. 

Moreover, separation of the labelled hybrid and 
the label which has not been incorporated into a hybrid 
after the labelling reaction has been completed can be 
carried out using methods such as those indicated 
below, for example. That is to say, in a case where a 
hybrid has been formed between the sample and a probe 
nucleic acid which has been fixed to a solid phase via 
a nucleic acid for fixing purposes, the hybrid is also 
in a state where it is fixed to a solid phase. The 
label which has not been incorporated into the hybrid 
can be removed by washing in this state. 

Furthermore, in a case where the reaction 
sequence of the sample, the probe nucleic acid and the 
nucleic acid for fixing purposes has been modified in 
any of the various ways mentioned earlier, a state 
where the hybrid is fixed onto a solid phase via the 
nucleic acid for fixing purposes is also ultimately 
obtained and the label which has not been incorporated 
into the hybrid can be subsequently separated by 



1 



carrying out a washing treatment in the same way as 
described above. 

The detection of the label incorporated into the 
hybrid can be carried out, for example, using methods 
in which the label which has been incorporated into the 
hybrid in a state where the hybrid is fixed to a solid 
phase as shown in figure 2 is detected using a method 
which corresponds with the said label, and methods in 
which the bound part between the nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes and the probe nucleic acid of the 
hybrid which has been fixed onto a solid phase is 
broken and the label which has been incorporated into 
the nucleic acid to be detected - probe nucleic acid 
hybrid which has been released from the solid phase is 
detected using a method which corresponds with the said 
label. 

Moreover, in the method of this invention, the 
solid phase onto which the nucleic acid for fixing 
purposes is bound, obtained on breaking the bonding 
part between the probe nucleic acid and the nucleic 
acid for bonding purposes of the hybrid which is fixed 
to the solid phase, can be reused repeatedly in 
subsequent detection reactions. If at this time a 
number of types of probe nucleic acid which have a 
common B part corresponding to the nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes which is being reused and different A 
parts corresponding to the nucleic acids to be detected 
are used, then the nucleic acid for fixing purposes 
which has been fixed to a solid phase can be reused 
repeatedly for the detection of different nucleic 
acids. 

Furthermore, it is possible by measuring the 
amount of label incorporated into the hybrid in the 
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method of this invention to determine the amount of 
nucleic acid to be detected. 

Illustrative Example 

Detection of a gene which had part of the base 
sequence of the plasmid pUC19 was carried out. 

An oligonucleotide, which had the structure 
indicated below with an A part corresponding to part of 
the base sequence of the plasmid pUC19, a B part which 
had a complementary base sequence corresponding to the 
nucleic acid for fixing purposes described hereinafter 
and an intervening base sequence which separated the A 
and B parts, was synthesised using DNA synthesising 
apparatus (Model 381A, Applied Biosystems Co.) to 
provide the probe nucleic acid 1. 



5 ' 




Apart 



Next, an oligonucleotide which had the base 
sequence indicated below was synthesised with DNA 
synthesising apparatus as an oligonucleotide for use in 
the preparation of a nucleic acid for fixing purposes. 

5 ' 3 ' 

GACTGACTGACTGACT 



Samples of the synthesised oligonucleotides were 
taken and their purity was investigated by means of 
electrophoresis in 20% polyacrylamide gel which 
contained ' 7M urea. The results indicated purities of 
over 95%, and so they were used in the following 
reactions without carrying out any further refinement. 
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Moreover, biotin was incorporated by means of the 
procedure indicated below into the oligonucleotide used 
to prepare the nucleic acid for fixing purposes which 
had been obtained in the way outlined above and a 
nucleic acid for fixing purposes was obtained. 

The synthetic oligonucleotide (50 [xi, 50 jig) , 
100 ]i£ of liquid reagent mixture {0.46M potassium 
cacodilate, 0.12M Tris-OH of pH 6.9, 3.3 mM C0CI2 and 
0.33 mM dithiothreitol) , 40 fi^ of 4.0 mM biotinized UTP 
(manufactured by the BRL Co.), 1 ixi of 1.0 mM dTTP, 
100 [ii of H2O and 15 \i£ (about 90 units) of TdT were 
mixed together, and a reaction was carried out at 30®C. 
After 10 minutes, 4 |i£ of 0.2M EDTA was added to the 
reaction system and the enzyme reaction was terminated. 
A phenol treatment and ethanol precipitation were 
carried out and the precipitate obtained was dried and 
then dissolved in 100 ^£ of H2O. 

Next, using the plasmids pUC19 and pBR322, and a 
mixture (1 : 1) thereof, as samples, each sample was 
digested with EcoRI in the usual way, and the digested 
material obtained in this way was heat treated. The 
double strand DNA was converted to single strands, and 
the following procedure was carried out using the three 
types of single strand DNA mixture obtained from the 
samples individually. 

The single strand DNA mixture (20 |ig) was 
introduced into a test tube, along with 2 \xg of the 
nucleic acid for fixing purposes and 2 |ig of the probe 
nucleic acid prepared earlier. 10 \i£ of lOX annealing 
solution (100 mM Tris-HCl of pH 8.0, 60 mM MgCl2, 60 mM 
P-mercatoethanol and 500 mM NaCl) were added and then 
distilled water was added to provide a total volume of 
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100 The solution obtained was heated to 65**C and 

maintained at this temperature for 10 minutes, after 
which it was allowed to cool slowly to room temperature 
over a period of about 1 hour. The reaction state at 
this time is illustrated schematically in figure 2. 

Next, 10 ii£ of lOX annealing solution, and 10 [li 
each of 1 mM dATP, 1 mM dCTP and 1 mM dGTP were added 
to 100 ^ii of the reaction liquid obtained. 100 ii£ of P^^- 
TTP and distilled water were added to provide a total 
volume of 200 ix£ to prepare a solution for labelling 
purposes. Klenow fragments of DNA polymerase I (5 
units) were added to this solution and reacted for 1 
hour with ice cooling. The state at this time is 
illustrated schematically in figure 3. 

After reaction, the reaction liquid was mixed 
with a solid phase comprising agarose gel which had 
been activated with cyanobromide and to which avidin 
had been bound and then, after mixing gently for 
20 minutes, the mixture was subjected to light 
centrifugal separation at normal temperature and the 
supernatant liquid was discarded. The precipitate 
obtained was washed twice with TE buffer solution and 
then the radioactivity count was measured several times 
using a scintillation counter. Strong counts of from 10^ 
to 10^ cpm were obtained where pUC19 or a mixture of 
pUC19 and pBR322 had been used, while the value for the 
sample of pBR322 alone did not reach double the blank 
value . 

Furthermore, the above-mentioned precipitates 
were added to TE buffer solution and heated for 
10 minutes at 80°C. Afterwards they were subjected to 
light centrifugal separation and the supernatant 
liquids were discarded, and then the precipitates were 
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washed with TE buffer solution and the radioactivities 
measured. The results indicated no radioactivity in 
the precipitates and confirmed that the part where the 
label had been incorporated had been released by this 
heat treatment. 

Next, the precipitate which had been subjected to 
this heat treatment was reused in the same procedure as 
described above, and good nucleic acid fixing was 
achieved. Hence it was confirmed that the said 
precipitates had the nucleic acid for fixing purposes 
bound to the cyanobromide activated agarose by means of 
avidin-biotin bonding, and that they could be used 
repeatedly. 

Effect of the Invention 

Conventionally, nucleic acid fragments 

corresponding to the base sequence of the target gene 
which is being detected have been used, and it has been 
necessary to carry out a fixing treatment so that this 
can be used as a fixed probe. 

Furthermore, if the type of gene to be detected 
is changed then new nucleic acid fragments 
corresponding to the gene have had to be used and 
another fixing treatment has been required for these 
fragments. Thus it has been necessary to form a 
corresponding fixed probe each time the gene to be 
detected is changed. 

However, in the present invention, by using a 
probe for fixing purposes and a probe nucleic acid 
which has a sequence complementary therewith, only the 
probe nucleic acid need be prepared, even if the type 
of gene nucleic acid to be detected is changed and 
there is no need to carry out a fixing treatment where 
it is fixed to a solid phase. In this way the detection 
of nucleic acids can be carried out quickly and easily. 
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Furthermore, in this invention the separation of 
the hybrid into which a label has been incorporated and 
the label which has not been incorporated can be 
carried out very effectively between the solid phase 
and the liquid phase. 

Moreover, in this invention, the nucleic acid for 
fixing purposes which is bound to a solid phase using 
an avidin - biotin bond, for example, can be reused 
after carrying out a probe nucleic acid releasing 
treatment- Hence, by using a nucleic acid for fixing 
purposes which has been fixed onto a solid phase, the 
binding treatment of the nucleic acid onto a solid 
phase in a new detection procedure can be omitted and 
the procedure is very simple. 
4 . Brief Explanation of the Drawings 

Figure 1 is a schematic drawing which shows the 
structure of a nucleic acid to be detected - probe 
nucleic acid - nucleic acid for fixing purposes hybrids- 
figure 2 is a schematic drawing which shows the state 
where the hybrid shown in figure 1 has been bound to a 
solid phase; figure 3 is a schematic drawing which 
shows the labelling process of the fixed hybrid shown 
in figure 2. 

1: Nucleic acid to be detected 

2: Probe nucleic acid 

3: Nucleic acid for fixing purposes 

4: Label 

5: Solid phase 



1 



Figure 1 




Figure 2 




Figure 3 
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